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Addiction is a treatable, chronic medical disease involving 
complex interactions among brain circuits, genetics, the 

environment, and an individual’s life experiences. People with 
addiction use substances or engage in behaviors that become 
compulsive and often continue despite harmful consequences.

American Society of Addiction Medicine



1.Development of a Substance Use Disorder
2.Harmful use
3.Hazardous/ at-risk use
4.Low risk use
5.No substance use
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The Disease of Addiction - Progression
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Chronic Disease
Underlying changes in brain circuits persist beyond withdrawal management 
(detoxification) particularly in individuals with severe disorders.

Treatable Disease
With professional treatment, substance use disorder remission rates approach 50% for 
general population and exceed 80% in healthcare professionals.

Progressive Disease
Persists over time and physical, emotional, and social changes are cumulative and 
progresses as substance use continues.

Potentially Fatal Disease
Substance use disorders cause premature death through overdose, organic complications 
involving vital organs, and by contributing to suicides, homicides, motor vehicle crashes 
and other traumatic events.

+OhioPHP 2024 Presentation

The Disease of Addiction - Characteristics



The Disease of Addiction -
A Biopsychosocial Illness
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Ohioans misuse substances and develop substance use disorders 
at a higher rate than the national average.

24.4%
of Ohioans (12+) 

reported binge
alcohol use,

higher than the 
national average of 

21.7%

25.4%
of Ohioans (12+) 
reported use of 

tobacco products,
higher than the 

national average of 
19.1%

19.2%
of Ohioans (18+) 
have a substance 

use disorder,
higher than the 

national average of 
17.8%



WORK TOWARDS A HEALTHIER OHIO

While there is still much work 
to be done to mitigate the 
ongoing drug epidemic, recent 
CDC data show encouraging 
trends nationally regarding 
drug overdose deaths.



EXPLAINING THE OVERALL DECLINE IN FATAL 
OVERDOSES

Amidst a reported 24% reduction in overdose deaths nationally+, 
behavioral health experts point to several factors as explanatory 
of the decline, including:
• Targeted distribution of naloxone

• Access to evidence-based treatment programs

• Resumption of pre-pandemic prevention & response programming

• Shifts in the illicit drug supply

+CDC Newsroom – February 2025 Press Release



COMMUNITIES IMPACTED BY FATAL DRUG 
OVERDOSES
Ohio Department of Health reporting from 2023 demonstrates an overall 
decline in the total number and rates of unintentional overdose deaths, 
however; some demographic groups are disproportionately impacted, and 
rates continue to rise among some populations +

+ODH 2023 Unintentional Drug Overdose Annual Report

Demographic 2023 Rate of Unintentional Drug 
Overdose

Overall 39.0

Men 54.3

Black Men 100.3



IMPACT OF STIGMA ON TREATMENT AND RECOVERY

Stigma impacts the health and well-being of individuals with a 
substance use disorder in several ways:

• 44% of people with a SUD in 2023 who did not receive treatment cited 
perception of others as a deterrent to seeking treatment +

• Existing data show stigma leads to lower success rates in treatment 
outcomes, poorer quality of care, and can cause individuals to increase 
their daily substance use++

+ 2023 National Survey on Drug Use and Health

++ National Institute on Drug Abuse



WHAT WE KNOW 
WORKS



CONTINUUM OF CARE

Minimizing the prevalence and effects of substance use disorder 
(SUD) in our communities entails engaging the issue through a 
wide scope – the continuum of care model offers perspective



SURGEON GENERAL REPORT ON ADDICTION

The U.S. Surgeon General’s 2018 report spotlighting opioids 
reaffirms the need for investment in high-quality programming 
across the continuum of care to address the opioid crisis, 
including+:

• Prevention
• Screening and Early Intervention
• Treatment and Management of Opioid Use Disorders
• Recovery Support Services

+Facing Addiction in America – The Surgeon General’s Spotlight on Opioids (2018)



LASTING IMPACT

For individuals with a SUD, entry into treatment and movement 
towards long-term recovery are critical to the sustainability of the 
continuum of care model. The longer an individual is in recovery, 
the likelihood of relapse decreases significantly.

+An Eight-Year Perspective on the Relationship Between the Duration of Abstinence and Other Aspects of Recovery

Time in Recovery from SUD Abstinence Rate+

0-1 years 36 percent

1-3 years 66 percent

3+ years 86 percent



Opioid litigation
101

How Did Ohio Get Here?



OHIO OPIOID LITIGATION TIMELINE 
(2017 – Q1 2023)

May 2017
State of Ohio 
Sues 5 Drug 
Companies

Oct. 2019 
Cuyahoga & 
Summit Co. 
Bellwether 
Settlement 
Reached

Mar. 2020 
OneOhio 

Agreement 
Announced

Jul. 2021  
Distributor & 

Janssen National 
Settlements 
Reached; 

OneOhio MOU 
Established in 

Legal Settlement 
Documents

Dec. 2021 
OneOhio 
Recovery 

Foundation 
Formed

May 2022 
Gov. DeWine 
Hosts First 

OneOhio Board 
Meeting

Nov. 2022 
Walmart, Teva and 
Allergan National 

Settlements 
Reached

Dec. 2022 
CVS & 

Walgreens 
National 

Settlements 
Reached

Mar. 2023 
OneOhio 

Receives First 
Settlement 
Payments

Future 
Opioid 

Lawsuits / 
Settlements 

Likely



55%
Directly to the OneOhio 
Recovery Foundation to 
support statewide and 
regional prevention, 
treatment and recovery 
efforts today and over 
the long term

Ohio Opioid lawsuit settlement fund distribution 
formula

30%
Directly to local governments for 
community recovery and the 
immediate needs of residents

15%
Directly to the State of Ohio 
for prevention, treatment and 
recovery support services



55% TO THE ONEOHIO RECOVERY FOUNDATION

• OneOhio did not receive first opioid 
settlement payments until March 
2023

• OneOhio is estimated to receive 
~$842M total from national 
settlements through 2038*

*Payment timing and amounts are subject to change

For more information, visit: OneOhioFoundation.com/Settlement

55% of opioid settlement funds go to 
the OneOhio Recovery Foundation



30% TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

• OneOhio Recovery Foundation does 
not distribute or manage the 30%
payments to local governments

• BrownGreer is the directing 
administrator of the national opioid 
settlements & NOAT II bankruptcy

• All current national opioid 
settlement &  bankruptcy payments 
are directed by BrownGreer

For more information, visit: OneOhioFoundation.com/Settlement

30% of opioid settlement funds go 
directly to local governments



OHIO AUDITOR OF STATE GUIDANCE

• Ohio Auditor of State has 
developed accountability and 
accounting guidance for local 
government officials

• A technical bulletin and FAQ were 
released in 2022 

• AOS resources available at:
OhioAuditor.gov/Publications/Bulletins/2022.html

For more information, visit: OneOhioFoundation.com/Settlement

https://ohioauditor.gov/publications/bulletins/2022.html


VISIT OUR SETTLEMENT FUNDING PAGE

• The OneOhio Recovery Foundation is 
committed to helping all Ohioans 
better understand the opioid 
settlement process

• Links to the public settlement 
databases managed by BrownGreer
and Auditor of State guidance are 
available on our settlement funding 
page

For more information, visit: OneOhioFoundation.com/Settlement



APPROVED PURPOSES

From the One Ohio MOU:

• Approved purposes shall 
mean evidence-based 
forward-looking strategies, 
programming and services

• Funds from any settlement 
dollars should be used to 
prevent, treat and support 
recovery from addiction





About OneOhio
The OneOhio Recovery Foundation is a nonprofit 

charitable foundation created to distribute 55% of the 
funds our state receives from the pharmaceutical industry 

as a consequence of its role in the national opioid epidemic.



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Foundation is governed by a Board 
of 29 leaders from across Ohio:

• 11 members appointed by Non-Metro Regions
• 8 members appointed by Metro Regions
• 5 statewide members appointed by the Governor
• 4 statewide members appointed by General 

Assembly
• 1 statewide member appointed by the Attorney 

General

To learn more, visit: OneOhioFoundation.com/About



OUR PURPOSE



BUILDING A FOUNDATION WITH A LIFE-SAVING MISSION

2022: Standing Up an Unprecedented Nonprofit from Scratch
• Policies: The all-volunteer Board of Directors established the many policies 

necessary to effectively govern a large nonprofit with a crucial public mission
• Transparency: Policies ensure OneOhio operates with the highest levels of 

accountability 
2023: Building a Team to Lead OneOhio Into the Future
• First Funding: First opioid settlement funds delivered in late March
• New Leadership: First full-time Executive Director appointed in August; First full-

time staff hired to support operations
2024-2025: Putting Opioid Settlement Dollars to Work Across Ohio
• First-Ever Grant Cycle: Regional Grant Cycle launched in March 2024 and all awards 

announced by mid-February 2025
• Robust Grant Reporting: A strong grant metrics and reporting system is being 

implemented to track investment impact in our communities.



2O24 REGIONAL GRANT CYCLE

$45.4 
Million Awarded

245
Projects Funded

202 
Organizations 

Supported



REGION 4 (LUCAS COUNTY) 2024 GRANT CYCLE 
FUNDING SUMMARY



LUCAS COUNTY
2024 GRANT CYCLE FUNDING SUMMARY



BUILDING MORE RESILIENT COMMUNITIES 
TOGETHER

Get involved – and stay 
involved – this work is far 
from complete and now is not 
the time to slow down our 
efforts

Reach out to OneOhio if you 
have ideas for collaborating to 
maximize local government 
settlement funds

Encourage family members 
and individuals with shared 
and lived experience to get 
involved in your Region

Encourage local behavioral 
health professionals and other 
experts working in the Ohio 
Abatement Strategy areas to 
get involved in your Region

For more information about your OneOhio Region, go to: OneOhioFoundation.com/Region4



Get the latest updates
Follow Us on Social Media

@1OhioFoundation
@OneOhioFoundation
@1OhioFoundation
@OneOhioFoundation

Sign Up to Receive our Updates
OneOhioFoundation.com

http://www.oneohiofoundation.com/


Questions?

OneOhioFoundation.com
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