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Leading in a Changing Landscape

The Area Office on Aging of 

Northwestern Ohio, Inc. promotes the 

health, well-being and safety of older 
adults, persons with disabilities and 

family caregivers to foster 

independence.

Each year, over 40,000 older northwest 
Ohioans are served through our 

network of 180 providers.

Proudly serving 10 counties across NW 

Ohio for more than three decades.

About AOoA



Vision Statement

With this project we aim “to create a safe, accessible, 

beautiful and environmentally supportive campus that 

promotes the health and well-being of older adults, and 

those that live, work, learn and play in the Lakewoods 

community.”

Lakewoods Campus is “to become a welcoming campus for

all residents, guests, and employees within the community. Its

thoughtful design will encourage a strong sense of 

connectivity between housing developments, support 
organizations, and campus activities. A safe, continuous, 

beautiful, and accessible pathway system will boost campus 

usage, connecting the grounds’ many open green spaces. 

Lakewoods Campus will become a destination with a strong 

community, encouraging the health and well-being of those 
that live, work, learn and play here.”

Engagement > Vision > Action



Why? Existing Conditions & Site Analysis

Multiple challenges 

identified: 

• Non-contiguous 

sidewalks

• Dead ends into 

grass and without 

turnarounds

• Logistical 
challenges for 

wheelchairs and 

motorized scooters

• Overgrown and 
unsafe pathways



Lake Virginia & Emergence of the Core

Opportunities: 

• Respond to building 

entrances, pedestrian, 

and vehicular flow

• Engage residents, 

partners, and 

stakeholders

• Enhance natural and 
environmental features

• Promote opportunities 

for connectivity, both 

social and physical

• Develop infrastructure 

enhancement plan



New Developments: Evergreen Heights & Hunt Center

During the 

engagement and 

planning process, 

plans emerged to 

develop the 
Evergreen Heights 

Senior Housing site, 

including the 

temporary closure 

and relocation of the 
Margaret Hunt 

Senior Center. 
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Celebrating 25 Years in 2026!

One of just 60 Civic Design Centers in the 

nation, TDC is NW Ohio’s only urban 

planning and design nonprofit. 

20+ resident-driven plans currently 

support more than $100 million in active 

projects and investments. 

Our education program has supported 

career development for more than 50 

students from regional schools. 

TDC supports residents, community 
groups, and organizations through 

capacity support, collaboration, and 

driving incremental activation that 

deepens emotional relationship to place. 

About TDC



A Campus Vision by Concensus



An Overlooked History



Resident Voices & Community Engagement



Community Uses, Function, and Preferences



Community Uses, Function, and Preferences



Recommendations Summary

Priorities:

1. Keep Core Planning Team engaged

2. Address geese control, road repair, and 

connectivity to shopping and services
3. Issue Request for Qualifications for 

landscape architecture and engineering

4. Surveying

5. Clarify phased approach and costs

6. Determine partnership agreements
7. Address campus wayfinding and branding

8. Parking study

9. Heat mapping and tree canopy

10.Connect off campus and partnerships



Campus Partners & Agreements

• MOU

• Shared Maintenance Agreement

• Property Owners Association

• Special Improvement District

• Greening & Lawn Maintenance

• Electrical & Lighting

• Clean up & Trash Collection

• Repair, Replacement & Long-term Maintenance



Future Connections & a Wider View

Connections include:

• UTMC, TPS, Veterans Services

• TLC Library

• Metroparks Toledo

• Swan Creek watershed
• Regional Bike Trails

• Multi-modal transportation



RFQ Process

AOA & TDC prepare 
scope

Invite up to 5 firms 
to consider

Establish interview 
criteria

Select firm to 
establish scope, 

timeline, fee

Determine priorities 
and project phasing 

with selected 
contractor



Lakewoods Campus Conceptual Improvements Plan

EDGE is an integrated team of landscape architects, planners, and 

development consultants who balance creativity and functionality to 

create dynamic, interactive places.

Since opening its Toledo office in 2008, EDGE has filled a local niche 
for innovative landscape architecture. EDGE’s work can be enjoyed and 

experienced in some of the region’s most iconic locations, including UT 

and BGSU campuses, the Glass City Riverwalk and area parks and 

greenspaces, as well as streetscapes and public gathering spaces. 

About EDGE



Surveying & Permissions

Phase 1

Outer Loop 
• Roadways and 

right of ways 
(blue, green)

Phase 2

Inner Loop 
• Lakeshore and 

wooded areas 
(purple, red, 
brown)

Phase 3

NW Corner
• Area Office on 

Aging and 
Lakewoods I 
Buildings and 
Parking Lots 
(red)



Survey details site elevations and locations 

of assets, including: 

• Property lines

• Utilities

• Water flow
• Greening

Surveying & Permissions



Campus Walking Loop – Stacked System

Shovel-ready! ~2 year 

completion

Base Trail (blue)

- 8’ concrete walkway

Inner  Trail (orange)

- 6’ – 8’ walkway 

(property/shore dependent)

- Concrete/asphalt and/or 
compacted aggregate options 

allow different uses and 

development over time

Amenities 
- Tree canopy, lighting, 

benches, trash receptacles 

- Photometric Study to confirm 
lighting needs and options



Parking Assessment & Circulation

Presents great opportunities 

for improvement but also 

unique site challenges, 

including: 

- Gas easement

- Requires survey & design

- 2 phases (~$1M each)

- Arlington construction 

2026

- Could be a 
5-year goal



Feasibility Challenges: Lake Virginia Shoreline & Quality

Lake Virginia is a retention 

pond with little circulation 

and significant erosion on 

the eastern shoreline. 

• Proposed solutions 

include: Boardwalk along 

the east shoreline (100% 

County property)

• Boardwalk higher on the 

slope (partially on County, 

partially on Lakewoods 

Properties)

• Pathway 100% on the 

Lakewoods Property to 

match the rest of the 

pathways. This will 

require a retaining wall.



Feasibility Challenges: Lake Virginia Shoreline & Quality



Feasibility Challenges: Right of Way



Opportunities: Gathering Spaces for Residents

The walkable campus offers many opportunities to meet resident requests to create a safer, healthier 

environment, including one that offers more opportunities for connection to sites, services, activities, and one 

another. 



Campus Context

Lakewoods

UTMC

Toledo

Zoo

Rossford

TPS

Highland 

Park

Downtown

Toledo

Hospital

Swan Creek 

Metropark

Maumee

Swan 

Creek

TLC 

Library

TPS

Walmart

Kroger

Hospice

St. Anthothy

Farmer’s

Market
Amtrak

Mercy 

St. V’sTMA

UT

TARTA

Southland

Walbridge 

Park

BMV
Stranahan 

TAPA

Veterans 

Services



THANK YOU!
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