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Councilwoman Whitman
Recognizing Brothers United.

WHEREAS, Brothers United was created in 2015, as a means to help fathers in the community and by
doing so, build a stronger community as a whole; and

WHEREAS, the original mission was to assist young fathers who were addicted to drugs, not in school,
experiencing mental health issues, and living in the ten worst crime areas in Toledo; and

WHEREAS, in the years since implementation of the program the scope has expanded to serve many
different segments of the community through Brothers United Healthy Start and Brothers and Sisters United;
and

WHEREAS, the positive impact of the program has been tremendous with fathers being more prepared
for the workforce, having a healthier understanding of relationships and marriage, and an improvement in
financial planning skills as well as having a better comprehension of child support and how the system works;
and

WHEREAS, in the first five years of the program 1,811 fathers were served with over fifty percent of
participants completing the program and over five thousand children being served through the program; and

WHEREAS, with continued support, the men served by Brothers United can be the best dads possible
because like participant Dasan Fordham said, “You have to put effort in being a dad because anybody can have
kids, but you have to put in work to be a father;” NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Council of the City of Toledo:

SECTION 1. That Toledo City Council recognize the leadership of Avis Files, celebrate the
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accomplishments of Brothers United and wish the organization continued success in building up young men to

be the best fathers they are able to be.

SECTION 2. That this Resolution shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period

allowed by law.

Adopted: June 7, 2022: yeas 12, nays O.

Attest:
Gerald E. Dendinger Matt Cherry
Clerk of Council President of Council
Approved: June 8, 2022
Wade Kapszukiewicz
Mayor
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