APPLICATION FOR LOCAL LANDMARK DESIGNATION REVIEW

APPLICATION #: M-17-26

APPLICANT: City of Toledo

OWNER: Toledo Catholic Diocese
LOCATION: 550 Clark Street
ZONING: Duplex Residential (RD6)
NEIGHBORHOOD: Navarre Neighborhood
REPORT DATE: August 28, 2026

HEARING DATE: September 10, 2026
STAFF REVIEWER: Harbert

Historic District and Landmarks Expansion:

The City of Toledo is requesting Local Landmark Designation for Good Shepherd Catholic Church
located at 550 Clark Street. Historic Districts and landmarks must be designated or expanded in
accordance with the zoning map amendment procedures of Section 1111.0600. Proposals to designate
or expand Historic Districts and landmarks must be initiated by resolution of the City Council, with
referral to the Plan Commission and the City Historic District Commission for study and
recommendation.

Parcel History:

No parcel history on file.

Existing Conditions:

The cornerstone of the Good Shepard Catholic Church was laid in 1899 to replace the much
smaller church built in 1873. Good Shepard was dedicated upon competition in 1901. The brick parish
house was building in 1882. It occupies a large urban lot bounded by Clark Street to the east, Nevada
Street to the south, Utah Street to the west, and a residential neighborhood block continuing to the
north. The church is located within a residential neighborhood, with the Anthony Wayne Bridge and
associated ramp along Woodville Road/OH-51 nearby. Good Shepherd Church shares the site with
the rectory and a maintenance garage to the north.

The building is constructed of cut Sandusky limestone, with domed copper towers and a copper
dome roof over the altar. The intersecting gable roof is clad in slate shingles. The primary elevations
on Clark and Nevada Streets are dominated by large rose windows featuring traditional art glass and
Romanesque arches in a traditional basilica-style. The church is a single-level church with a
longitudinal layout featuring a central nave leading to the raised altar area. This irregularly massed
stone building, constructed of Sandusky limestone and featuring prominent arches and copper domes,
was inspired by the cathedrals of Europe and is considered Byzantine-Romanesque in style.
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The front elevation features two mirrored bell towers with copper-domed roofs positioned over
the narthex, rose window, and triple entry arches. There are 12 total stained-glass windows, including
the rose window on the front fagade, which were commissioned to depict the Apostles and Church
Fathers, the Resurrection, and the Good Shepherd.

The architecture was influenced by the cathedrals of Europe and is considered a combination of
Byzantine and Romanesque architectural styles. The walls of the entire building are comprised of
Sandusky rusticated limestone with stone arches, pilasters, cornices, and recessed statue tabernacle.
The stone detailing includes three Romanesque entry arches topped with an arched balustrade. The
three entry arches are flanked by Corinthian columns and smooth ashlar stone banding. The towers
have tall double-arched windows topped by small rose windows, stone detailing, arched belfries, and
dome roofs. The ornate, eight-sided copper domes have eight small oculus windows and are topped
by octagonal cupolas.

The secondary elevations feature stained-glass rose windows centered below the gable. Below
the rose window are three arched windows with double-arched window muntins. The nave has four
arched stained-glass windows with rusticated limestone buttresses between them. Above each arched
nave window are copper-clad dormer windows with double-arched stained-glass windows and
scalloped pediments. The twin towers on the front facade wrap around each corner and have a single
arched window on the first floor, along with tall double-arched windows topped by small rose
windows. The top of each tower has an eight-sided, open-arched belfry topped by a copper dome and
cupola.

The west facade faces Utah Street and features an apsidal end containing the altar of the church.
The rusticated stone facade reflects the architectural character of the rest of the church but is somewhat
less ornate. It features a large, five-sided stone apse with three arched windows at the top of each side,
except for the westernmost side. Below the three arched windows on the southwest and southeast sides
of the apse is a large, single arched window opening that has been filled in with rusticated concrete
block. The remaining windows below that level was filled with concrete block when the school was
added to the south side of the church. The school was torn down in 2019 after an arson fire in 2018.

The church is known for its hand-painted artwork and art-glass rose windows depicting the
Apostles and Church Fathers, the Resurrection, and the Good Shepherd. The church underwent interior
plaster and subfloor renovations in 1999 following an incident in which plaster fell from the ceiling
during an Easter Vigil service. The renovations occurred prior to the church's closure in 2015.
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Historic Image of the Good Shepard Catholic Church
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Zoning and Land Use Map of surrounding area.
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Analysis:

1111.1004 Report Contents.

The reports of the Plan Commission and City Historic District Commission, containing their
written recommendations to the City Council, must include information about how the proposed
Historic District or landmark, or expansion, is of special historical and architectural significance.
The reports must include the following:

A. Whether the district or landmark proposed to be designated is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places;

There are no plans to seek national historic designation for this site at this time.

B. Whether the district or landmark proposed to be designated provides significant examples
of architectural styles of the past; and

The architecture was influenced by the cathedrals of Europe and is considered a combination of
Byzantine and Romanesque architectural styles in a traditional basilica-style, single-level
church with a longitudinal layout featuring a central nave leading to the raised altar area. The
walls of the entire building are comprised of Sandusky rusticated limestone with stone arches,
pilasters, cornices, and recessed statue tabernacle. The stone detailing includes three
Romanesque entry arches topped with an arched balustrade. The three entry arches are flanked
by Corinthian columns and smooth ashlar stone banding.

C. A description of the district or landmark to serve as an informational resource. The
description must include, but need not be limited to, the following:

1. A geographic description including location and its relationship to the entire city;

The subject property is approximately 1.18 acres in size located between Clark Street to
the east, Nevada Street to the south, Utah Street to the west, and a residential
neighborhood block continuing to the north. Furthermore, the church is located within
a residential neighborhood, with the Anthony Wayne Bridge and associated ramp along
Woodville Road/OH-51 nearby The property is located within the “Yondota™ historic
district with the locally designated properties of Feilbach, Stanwalt, Tower on the
Maumee buildings located in the downtown area, approximately 1.2 miles to the
Northwest.
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Analysis: (continued)

2.

A description of the general land uses;

The subject property along with all contiguous properties are zoned RD6 Duplex
Residential and are residential in nature.

A general description of the building conditions;

According the Aries, Good Shepard Catholic Church is a 58,472 square foot in size with
construction beginning in 1899 and finishing in 1901. The building is in fair shape, with
a need of upkeep to keep water intrusion from taking place.

A general description of the socio-economic characteristics;

The future use of this structure remains unclear. However, the site could serve the
community, provide residential opportunities or be used in a commercial basis.

A description of existing developmental plans or programs within or including the
historic district or landmark; and

The Toledo City Historic Districts Commission is charged with the responsibility of
being the historical conscience of the city and exists to help preserve and protect
Toledo’s historic resources. The Toledo City Historic Districts Commission will have
the authority to oversee any exterior changes to the Good Shepard if it is designated as
a local landmark. These powers are addressed in the Toledo Municipal Code, Chapter
1112 Review and Decision-Making Bodies, Section 1112.0102 City Historic District
Commission, letter D states the following:

In addition to the duties of each Historic District Commission pursuant to Sec.
1112.0102, the City Historic District Commission shall:

1. designate landmark properties;

2.  for designated landmark properties, develop appropriate standards and guidelines
reflecting the landmark's historic and architectural significance;

3. hear, review, grant, deny and recommend modifications to proposals for
Certificates of Appropriateness involving environmental changes to landmarked
properties. Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness must be judged using
adopted historic landmark standards and guidelines;
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Analysis: (continued)

4.  conduct a continuing survey of cultural resources in the City with the support of
the Historic/Environmental Section, Department of Economic and Community
Development;

5. advise the Mayor, the Department of Economic and Community Development and
other local officials and make recommendations as to the protection of the City's
cultural resources;

6. act as a liaison on behalf of the City to individuals and organizations concerned
with historic preservation,

7. review all proposed National Register nominations for properties within the City
in a manner consistent with federal and state regulations, seeking expertise from
disciplines not represented on the Commission as needed; and

8. notify the respective active neighborhood organization of any demolitions
requiring City Historic District Commission review, which is in the respective
Historic District. Notification must be given to the respective active neighborhood
organization at least ten calendar days before the City Historic District
Commission hearing.

Forward Toledo Comprehensive Land Use Plan

The Forward Toledo Comprehensive Land Use Plan designates the subject property as
Neighborhood Mixed Use. A mix of multi-family uses and small-and medium-scale commercial
operations such as restaurants, specialized retail, small offices, and galleries. Industrial uses that
are well-designed and do not generate excess traffic or other negative impacts are compatible.
Multi-family uses may either be stand-alone, or located above commercial and office uses.
Parking in these areas should be shared and buildings should be located near each other. Mixed-
uses and dense buildings allow for a mix of pedestrian, bicycle, bus, and automobile-based
transportation.

Recommendation:

Staff supports designating the Good Shepard Catholic Church at 550 Clark Street as a local
landmark because of its historic significance in the City of Toledo’s architectural, historical and
cultural history and the designation of the building will provide additional preservation
procedures and techniques for preserving the structure as part of the rehabilitation process. This
will allow the structure to remain a contributing building in the community while remaining a
significant building that will be preserved and this designation enhances the ability of the Toledo
community to preserve a part of the City’s history. 1111.1000 Historic Districts and Landmarks
(Designation or Expansion) — APPROVE - Local Landmark Designation of the Sacred Heart
Catholic Church at 509 Oswald Street.
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