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Coalition



The Ohio AAP

• Ohio AAP is the largest organization of pediatric 
providers in Ohio, focusing on education, 
advocacy, and programming for pediatricians, 
with the ultimate goal of improving child health. 

• Over 3,500 members

• Provides education and quality improvement to 
physicians to ensure they are in good standing 
with the American Board of Pediatrics. 

• Program topics include healthy weight and 
nutrition, maternal and child health, lethal 
means safety, and immunizations.



Store It Safe (SIS)

• Began in 2015 when Ohio AAP leadership wanted to find a way 
to decrease both unintentional and intentional firearm injury 
and death in youth.

• Unique because SIS brought together organizations with 
differing viewpoints to develop unified, nonpartisan messaging, 
resources and approaches including, a close partnership with 
Buckeye Firearms Association. 



Store It Safe Through the Years

Phase 1 – 2015

Address unintentional 
firearm injuries in young 

children

-How to have productive 
conversations

-Pilot materials

Phase 2 – 2019

Begin QI work – young child 
pilot

-Discuss safe storage at all 
age 2-5 well care visits

-Distribute educational 
materials and firearm lock  

boxes

Phase 3 – 2021

Expand QI work to adolescent 
population

-Suicide prevention

-Screening, primary care 
interventions

-Referrals & resources

Phase 4 – 2024

Expand partnerships & reach

-Continue suicide prevention 
QI work/focused populations

-SIS Community Designation

-State-wide branding campaign



Why do we need Store It Safe (SIS)?
Firearms Leading Cause of  Death in Children and Teens







• Ohio: 

• Guns are the leading cause of death among children and teens in 
Ohio with an average of 177 dying by guns every year.

• Lucas County: 

• Unintentional Child/Youth Shootings: 
• 2024= 1, 2023= 7

• Overall Deaths: 

• 2024 - 11 children in Lucas County had deaths involving guns. 

• 1 of these deaths was unintentional and involved children 
playing with a gun that was found in another room in the house

Ohio and Lucas County



Summary of SIS Successes
• Media campaign with Akron Children’s 

Hospital → 

• Provided over 5,000 lock boxes 

• Trained over 300 providers in SIS tenents

• Approximately 130,000 Ohioans have been 
reached by the Store It Safe Program 

• ~14,000 adolescents have been screened for 
depression and suicidality during healthcare 
visits

• SIS Designated Communities – 
Beachwood, Cleveland, Cincinnati, 
Village of Delta, Lima, Springboro, 
Washington Twp (Wood Co), 
Marysville, Solon,



Resources For Parents/Caregivers



Resources For Parents/Caregivers



Resources For Providers



Youth Resource



Resources For Firearm Owners



Posters (8 X 10)



Expanded SIS Partnerships

•SIS Coalition is a member of the Statewide 
Prevention Coalition Association

•Began an SIS Education Professionals Workgroup

•Continued collaboration with firearm 
retailers/experts – posters & resource input

•Regional spread – Store It Safe QI expanded into 
Indiana



Store It Safe (SIS)
In response to the growing rates of unintentional firearm injuries 
among children, Ohio AAP launched the Store It Safe (SIS) 
program. This initiative united diverse stakeholders to create 
nonpartisan messaging, resources, and strategies to reduce firearm 
injuries and deaths in children. It later expanded to address youth 
suicide.

Since 2015, SIS has taken a multi-pronged approach to reverse 
preventable tragedies by:

• Providing education and resources to prevent intentional and 
unintentional deaths in children and adolescents 

• Improving depression and suicidality screening 
• Increasing discussions around safe storage

What does the “IT” in SIS represent?
“IT” includes firearms, adult-use cannabis, medical marijuana, over-the-counter 
medications, or other devices, edibles, or medications that can be used to 
purposely or unintentionally cause serious bodily harm or death. 

SCAN HERE for 
additional resources!

https://ohioaap.org/storeitsafe



Thank you!
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